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Student use of mobile phones and personal devices at

Para Hills School

Scope
This school po]ictj is imp/emenfed in line with the Deparfmenf for Education’s Student use of mobile ,phones and 'personal

devices Qoficg which aplofies to all govemmem‘ schools. This document Provides direction to students, staff, and families
about managing persona’ devices that students choose to bring to school.

For the purposes of this Po[icg, Persona’ devices include mobile Phones, smart watches and other oltgifaf devices that are
capable of sending or receiving messages or calls and/or able to connect to the internet, and Personal lapfops or iPads

that are not owned by the school and have not been broughf to school bg the student under a sepamfe Brmg Your Own
Device (BYOD) agreemem‘.

Rationale

With the widespread and increasmg ownershilo of mobile phones and other devices among students it is critical that

schools, in par’rners’qip with families, Provide clear 9uidance for students to become informed, safe, resloecffu/, and

responsib’e oltgifaf citizens.

It is the Deparfmenf for Education’s Posiﬁon that access to Persona/ devices dwing school hours must be managed s0

that students can be fu”g present in their learning and in their interactions with their teachers and peers.

The aim of this looficg is to he/lo promote:

® safe environments with reduced negaﬁve impacfs of inaploropriafe use of devices at school, such as cgberbuﬂymg,
exposure to harmful content, and critical incidents that involve mobile pl’)ones

®  classroom environments where teachers can feach, and students can Iearn, free from distractions caused bg persona’
use of devices

® use of breaks as qual#g time away from screens, encoumging pl’njsical acﬁvh‘lj and plag and meaningful face-to-

face connections with peers.

Personal devices at school
Students are Permiﬁeo/ to brmg Persona/ devices to school:
® s g measure to ensure their safefg while frave”ing to and from school

® 1o be used aluring school hours in line with an exempﬁon that has been aploroveol by the school under this po’icy.

While students are at school, or aﬁendmg school activities, They must comp’y with any reasonable directions given bg
school staff in line with this Policg regarding their persona’ devices.

The Depar’rmenf for Education’s Po/icy requires all students at all aleparfmenf schools to keep persona’ devices ‘off and
away' between the start and end of each school day, and while H'ley are aﬁending school activities off-site, such

as camps and excursions.
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Students will not be able to access their persona] devices at any time during school hours, unless fhey have received an
approved exempﬂon from the school to use the device for a sloeciﬂc, agreeo’ reason. his means both phgsica’ access and

remote access (e.g. connecﬁng with the Persona/ device via hofsloof or using Ioaireol heao/phones}.

Sforage of Persona’ devices at school
Students will turn their devices off or Place them in ng"l'f‘ mode before Pufﬁng them away. This includes faking off and
sforing any wearable fec]fmo[ogg that fits the definition of this Po[icy, such as smartwatches.

° Upon arrival to the school grouno/s, students must Puf their Ioersonaf devices in their bag until em‘ering the

CIGSSV‘OOVYL

®  Students are then r‘equired to hand in their Ioersonaf devices to the classroom teacher upon arrival at the classroom
each a]ag, to be secure’g stored. Students will be able to collect their device from the teacher at the end of the school
a[ag, or when being signed out earllj bﬂ a parent

Responses to non—comp’iance
Where students use a personal device at school without an approved exempﬁon, or use it inap,oropriafellj, a response

will be provia[ea[ in line with the school’s behaviour sup,oorf policg.
® In the first instance, students will be verba”g reminded to puf their persona’ devices off and awag/. If the

student continues to use their device without permission, the teacher will ask the student to go to the Front
Office and hand in their personal alevice(s) to be secure’g stored blj staff. The student can collect their device
at the end of the school dalj.

o Where a student re,oeafea”g and infenﬁona”lj breaches the requiremenfs of this policg, or refuses to follow a
staff member’s direction to hand over a personal device that has been used inappropriafellj, a member of the
school Ieaalership tearm will contact home.

Where a student’s misuse of personal devices is serious, it may be necessary for the school to consider responses in
line with the deparfmenfls suspension, exclusion and expulsion of students procea[ure, or to contact South Australia

Police if the behaviour is sus,oecfed to be i”egal.

Exempﬁons

Excepﬁona’ circumstances

Individual students may have exfenuaﬁng reasons for neeo/ing access to their Persona/ device dwing school hours, such

as where:

® the device is used to monitor or he/lo manage a health condition

® the device is a negoﬁateo/ adjusfmenf to a [eammg program for a student with olisabififg or feaming difficulties

® the device is used for translation blj a student with English as an additional ’anguage

® the student has exfenuaﬁng personal circumstances that require them to have more reaa[lj access to their personal
device, such as being a parent themselves or a primarlj carer tfo a younger sib]ing or unwell famillj member.

Please contact the school if you need to reoluesf an exempﬁon due to excepﬁona[ circumstances. [hese reoluesfs will be

considered blj the principal (or a’elegafe) on a case—bg—case basis. If approved, the exem]oﬁon will be recorded in the

student’s file or health care/’eaming plan as ap'oropriafe.

The fo”owing femporarlj exempﬂons may be made available to students at the discretion of individual teachers.
All exempﬁons are subjecf to the device being used appropriafelg and onlg for the purpose speciﬂca”lj permiﬁed log the
teacher. Personal devices must be puf ‘off and awalj/ immealiafelg after the exempfea[ acﬁvifg has concluded, and not

brougl’ﬂ‘ to future lessons/ activities without ex,olich‘ teacher permission.
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Class teachers may give Permission for students (on an individual or whole—class basis) to use f)ersonal devices in the
classroom for a speciﬁea[ Iearning acﬁvh‘g.

Individual students can negoﬁate with their class teachers on an ad-hoc basis if H’:eg wish to access a persona’
device for a non-educational purpose (such as expecfea[ contact from a parf—ﬁme emploger or for a we”being
reason).

Students may be permiﬁea] fo bring personal devices on a camp or excursion for ]eaming purposes and/or to
facilitate contact with their families at speciﬂed and sufoervised times. Expecfaﬁons regarding student use of devices

on the camp or excursion will be detailed in parenf consent information.

Roles and responsibi’iﬁes

Principa’

Make sure:
o The school’s poficy has been endorsed or ratified by govemmg council and is c/ear/g communicated and
accessible to all students, staff, and families

O Hﬂere Is a PV‘OCESS 'FOI" regufar review O'F H’:e SCI’IOO[,S ’OCGI PO’ICH

O

secure sfomge Is Provideo/ for student persona’ devices that are handed in to school staff

O processes are n Place for moniforing internet and school network use by all members of the school

commun#y.

o Enforce the Iooficy and responses fo instances of non—comp’iance.

o  (onsider reoluesfs for exempﬁons from the poficg from Ioarem‘s or mdepenolem‘ students due to excepﬁonaf
circumstances on a case—bg—case basis. Make sure that approvea[ exempﬁons in this cafegorg are documented and
that relevant staff, including femporarg relief teachers, are informed about students with an exempﬁon.

o Mode appropriafe use of mobile phones and supporf school staff to do the same. Supporf families to understand
the imporfance of promoﬁng safe, responsible, and respechcul use of mobile phones to their children.

° Reporf and respond to incidents of inap,oropriafe or i”egal use of personal devices in line with a[e]oarfmenf policg and
procedures and any Iegal requirements.

School staff

o Deliver feaming olopormniﬁes and maintain a safe and Proo/ucﬁve [eammg environment. [ake steps to minimise
distractions from the non—educational use of persona’ devices in the feaming environment.

° Respono/ to instances of non—comp’iance in line with the school’s Po[icy.

° Reporf and respond to incidents of inap,oropriafe use of personal devices in line with a[eparfmenf Policg and
procedures and any Iegal requirements.

®  [nsure students who are given permission to access their personal device use it appropriafellj and onllj for the
spechfied purpose, and store their personal devices away after the exemlm‘ed acﬁvhy has concluded.

o Make sure that any student personal devices handed in for their care are stored in a secure location and are
returned to the student (or their parenf) bg the end of the same school dag.

o  Model alopropriafe use of mobile phones and suploorf families to understand the importance of promoﬁng safe,
responsib!e, and respecffuf use of mobile phones to their children. Use mobile phones for work—refafed/emergency
purposes onfy when students are under their care.

Students

° Complﬂ with the requiremenfs of this polictj and follow all reasonable directions from the principal and school staff.
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e Switch all personal devices off, or into Hfgl'n‘ mode, on arrival at school each dag and store it away as sloeciﬂeal in
this policg.
o If Permiﬁeo’ to use a mobile phone or persona’ device in line with an exemloﬁon under this po’icg, do so in a safe,

responsib’e, and respecffu’ way and sup,oorf peers to do the same.

o  Communicate respecffu”g with others and do not use a mobile phone or other personal device to bu”g, hamss, or

threaten another person.

L Respecf others’ righfs fo privacg and do not take pl’)ofos, film, or audio records of other peop’e without their

knowlealge or permission.

L Noﬁflj a school staff member as soon as possible if fee]ing unwell or experiencing any other issues at school. Use the

school’s sign—ouf processes in all cases when requiring ear[g collection from school.

Parents
° Supporf the school’s imp’ememaﬁon of this Po[icg, inc[udmg the consequences for non—compfiance.

° Encourage their child not to bring a personal device to school unless necessary. Understand that the a[eparfmenf does
not provide insurance for accidental loss or damage fo personal propeﬁg that is broughf onto school grounds
(however, claims may be met under the deparfmenf/s public ]iabi’ihj insurance where the loss or damage can be
attributed to a negh’genf act or omission on the part of the school — the school will contact the deparfmenf for
advice if this may be the case).

®  Use the school’s formal communication channels in all instances to communicate with the school or to make contact
with their child during school hours (inc/ua’ing where a student requires ear[g collection from school). Encourage
their child to a’waljs reporT to a school staff member in the first instance if fheg become unwell or experience an

issue at school.

° Recognise the imporfanf role H’)elj plalj n supporﬁng their child to use their mobile pl’)one (or other personal device)

in a safe, responsib’e, and respecf{u[ way.

Communication and review
®  The school’s po/icg can be accessed by students, staff, and families on the website

o  (Consultation has been undertaken with students and the broader school commun#g (Goveming Counci’) to

make local decisions in line with this policg, further consultation will occur upon review.

o The po]icg will be reviewed in 2026.

uestions, concerns, and turther information

Questi d further inf. ti

This Policy has been implemenfed bg the school in line with the Deparfmem for Education’s ‘Student use of mobile
Phones and Persona/ devices poficg’. You can find more information about this Po[icy, and links to further resources

for Parems about persona’ devices and online safefg, on the oleloarfmenf’s website: Mobile 'phones and personal devices

at school (eolucaﬁon.sa.gov.au).

If you have any oluesﬂons or concerns about the deparfmem/s po’icg, you can contact the deparfmenf at:

Email: education.customers@sa.qov.au or submit an online feedback form

Phone: Free call: 1800 088 158

Please contact the school direcﬂg to discuss the Possibififg of an exempﬁon if your child has excepﬁonaf circumstances as

outlined in this Poficg.

Ratified by Goveming Council: 26 June 2023 Policg Review: June 2026
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